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Sandpiper Family 
(Scolopacidae) 



HŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
woodcock! 





Tim Flanigan www.natureexposure.com 

Life History 



http://www.youtube.com/v/NTx_oME8EwQ 

Feeding 

http://www.youtube.com/v/NTx_oME8EwQ


http://www.youtube.com/v/ta1fxy0MR2c 

Breeding 

http://www.youtube.com/v/ta1fxy0MR2c


Migration 

Breeding 
Å March-November 

Wintering 
Å November-March 

Adapted from map by Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
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Range/Habitat Use 



Population Status 

ÅIUCN Least Concern 

ÅBased on Singing-
ground Surveys (SGS) 
ï¦ǎŜŘ ŀǎ άƳŜǘǊƛŎέ 

Å2% Annual Decline 
Observed 

ÅD.G. McAuley (2010) 
suggests migration 
habitat mortality 
ïCurrent studies 2.5 
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Adapted from  data from "American woodcock population status, 2012," by T. R. Cooper and R. D. Rau, 2012. Laurel, Maryland: Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Hunting 
ÅProtected under the 

Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act 

ïException: game bird 

ïBag limits 
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Adapted from  data from "American woodcock population status, 2012," by T. R. Cooper and R. D. Rau, 2012. Laurel, Maryland: Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Hunting and Survival/Decline 

ÅMcAuley et al. (2005) ς ME, NH, VT, PA 

ÅRadiotelemetry 

ÅKaplan-Meier 
survival curve 
P = 0.46 

ÅPoint 
estimates 
P = 0.217 

ÅNot causal 

 



Population Threat 

ÅDessecker & Pursglove (2000) ς Habitat trends 
ïExceptions from trend: ME, MN, WI 
ÅActive logging and cyclical regeneration of habitat 

ÅLoss of early successional habitat through 
regeneration 



Hypotheses Behind Decline 

aȅ άƳŜƴǘƻǊέ 

ÅTelemetry by Myatt & Krementz 
(2007) 

ïMigration stopover sites >4 day 
usage ς profound refueling 

ïUtilize large habitat space vs. other 
migratory birds 

ï[ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ Ҧ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
successional and hardwood forests 

ÅCurrent study on habitat use by 
McAuley & Allen (2010-?) 

ïPreliminary results are the same! 

ï20% higher mortality in NJ than ME 

 


